
ATTENTION ON DECK: 

Welcome to the October issue of From the Bridge. As we go to press, several of us just  

returned from lower Manhattan where we participated in the MARAD ceremony honoring 

the crew of the M/V GREEN LAKE, including MIDN Jeffrey Attardi, 1/c, and  MIDN         

Christopher Cashman, 1/c, with the Gallant Ship Award for intrepidity at sea in the rescue 

of crewmembers from the M/V SINCERITY ACE. It was a great ceremony. We will report 

more on it in the next issue of the newsletter, but we wanted to give you a heads up this 

month.  

October was busy, so we had a lot to choose from in putting this issue together. You’ll see 

coverage of our clubs, recognition of midshipmen across a wide variety of interesting     

endeavors, conference reports, and the recent unveiling of the crests for the Classes of 

2021 and 2022. We are also congratulating MIDN Carrson Pearce, 2/c, on his 9th place  

finish at the Single-Handed National Sailing Championships, in Santa Barbara, Calif. 

We continue to cover USMMA current events on Social Media, so we encourage everyone 

to join us on Facebook and Twitter for pictures and stories about the great things that are        

happening here. See you next month as we get closer to the annual holiday season. 

      

     RDML Susan L. Dunlap, USMS                  

     Deputy Superintendent   
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O C T O B E R  2 0 1 9  V O L U M E  4 ,  I S S U E  4  

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  



 

The following   

job opportunity 

Is currently posted on 

www.usajobs.gov. 

Chemist (Instructor) 

 

Open & closing dates 

 10/21/2019 to 11/11/2019 Mr. Eric Alleyne,  SAPRO / SARC 

Welcome to Mr. Eric Alleyne who recently accepted the position 

of Sexual Assault Prevention and Response (SAPR) Program Office 

Manager and Sexual Assault Response Coordinator (SARC) for 

USMMA. 

Mr. Alleyne comes to us via the U.S. Army where he served in the 

Adjutant General Corps for 23 years. He is an Army ROTC “Green 

to Gold” program graduate and served in both the enlisted and 

officer ranks. He retired at the rank of Major.  

Most recently, Mr. Alleyne was stationed in Korea with the U.S. 

Army where he served as a Sexual Harassment/Assault Response 

and Prevention (SHARP) program leader.  

He is originally from Trinidad, but grew up locally in Queens     

Village, N.Y.  He holds both Bachelor and Master’s degrees, and is 

an accomplished jazz guitarist. He has been married for 34 years 

and has two adult children.  

Mr. Alleyne’s office will be in Land Hall.  We are very excited to 

welcome him aboard. When you are able, please take a moment 

to stop by Land Hall and say hello! 

P A G E  2  

 
New Crewmember 

The Federal Benefits Open Season 

begins  

Monday, November 11, 2019, 

& ends 

Monday, December 9, 2019. 

https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/549222600
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Crew Changes: 

  

NAVY Issues Cold Weather Parka 

If you know someone who deserves a Bravo Zulu for a job well done, please  email: Newsletter@usmma.edu 

Bravo Zulu:  Band Company  
Congratulations to USMMA's      

Regimental Band, "George M.      

Cohan's Own," who took second 

place in the "College, Municipal and 

other Brass Bands" category of the 

2019 NYC St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 

The award was presented during the 

2019 NYC St. Patrick’s Day Marching 

Unit Awards Ceremony held at  

Fordham University, in Manhattan 

recently. MIDN Daniel Stern, 1/c, 

Regimental Bandmaster, MIDN 

Gemma Nguyen, 1/c, Company 

Commander and LCDR Bob Nixon, 

Music Director accepted the award, 

which was presented by Mr. Hilary 

Beirne (right), Chief Administrative 

Officer of the Parade. 

You may have noticed, the midshipmen have been wearing new parkas. The Cold Weather Parka (CWP) is black 

single breasted, and made of water proof and wind resistant material. It features a hidden center-front zipper   

fastener, a hidden hood housed in the shell of the collar, a center-chest rank tab and is built to facilitate wearing 

the zip-in, zip-out Navy Working Uniform (NWU) black fleece liner. 

The parka may be worn with both Service and Service Dress Uniforms. Rank insignia is required for wear by E-4 

through O-10 on the center chest rank tab. Name tags are not authorized for wear on the CWP. When the rank 

insignia is removed from the parka, personnel may wear the coat with civilian clothing. 

The CWP will become a mandatory sea bag requirement for all Sailors in April 2021. 

https://www.facebook.com/NYCStPatricksDayParade/?__tn__=KH-R&eid=ARAaiZKbhRlMVyFkTirlIRHl2RxKrvTkiPAoGTH_Oqb0ULpFN3CbIpsrwYOzRcqHW84_Ks43NHKm1jqK&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCpK3vlsYWZ9mkYmwPySUSpsImCf-1Em7G9HhyMg2LMxZ7zuNj_E9uB7ZicM0U2-cT0Oi2IsPcDoLJDd
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Crew Changes: 

  Photo and content contributed by: MIDN LCDR Robert (RJ) Gaines 1/C, Regimental Academic Officer, O’Gara Society President 

O’Gara Academic Honor Society is on a Roll 

 

On Oct. 11, members of the O’Gara Academic Honors Society ventured to the Miette Culinary Studio in          

Manhattan for a professional sushi class, "The Way of Sushi.”  This class provided insight into the traditional    

Japanese culinary food in a unique and engaging hands-on manner. In preparation for this class, the O’Gara    

Society met for a lecture by Dr. Sullivan, USMMA’s resident expert on Japan, who introduced the Japanese     

concept of “mastery” and its connection to Buddhism. Armed with this knowledge, the midshipmen dove into 

the class, appreciating the wider significance of “The Way of Sushi.” The technical portion of the class lasted an 

hour and a half and taught the 11 members how to properly make several forms of sushi from scratch. Following 

the instruction the midshipmen enjoyed  their creations, while discussing Japanese culture. Club President, MIDN 

Robert (RJ) Gaines 1/c, explained: “We used ‘The Way of Sushi’ as a medium to discuss and explore wider          

Japanese values, 

emphasizing the 

influence of the 

Four Noble 

Truths, the       

pursuit of         

perfection, and 

collectivism on 

Japanese culture. 

The group 

emerged from 

this experience 

with a new skill 

and better        

understanding of 

Japanese culture.”   
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Crew Changes: 

 

Midshipmen Recognized for Heroic Actions 

We recently honored MIDN James Aird, 3/c (left), and MIDN Samuel Mills, 2/c (right), for meritorious and heroic   

actions over the summer. Their citations read, in part: 

 

On June 30, MIDN Aird and some friends had sheltered from an incoming storm in The Great South Bay, off Long 

Island. Shortly after reaching a safe spot with his boat, MIDN Aird was contacted by some family members that 

were also on the water and advised that their boat had become disabled and they needed help. MIDN Aird and his 

friends immediately responded, heading back out into the Bay and into the oncoming storm. As they proceeded, 

visibility decreased to nearly zero. While they searched for their family’s disabled boat, they heard someone calling 

for help. MIDN Aird and his friends stopped their boat to listen for the distress call, putting themselves and their 

vessel in danger in the rough water. They were able to locate and save a 15-year-old girl that had fallen overboard 

from another boat, then proceeded to find and assist the family boat that was disabled, finally getting everyone 

back to shore safely.  

 

We also honored MIDN Mills for exemplary service in April 2019. MIDN Mills was traveling by car with his family 

along a major east coast highway near Providence, R.I. On this particular day, it was raining extremely hard. Those 

associated with the event described the rain as torrential. It was during this downpour that the Mills family came 

across a severe auto accident with a rolled over vehicle. MIDN Mills, a certified EMT, was the first qualified medical 

person on the scene. He administered first aid and went through primary assessment of the injured passenger, 

staying with them until fire and rescue personnel arrived on the scene.  

 

For their exemplary performance and their selfless devotion to duty, the midshipmen were awarded the Academy 

Commendation Ribbon by Deputy Superintendent, Rear Admiral Susan Dunlap, and Commandant of Midshipmen, 

CAPT Mike Stroud.  
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Crew Changes: 
 

American Merchant Marine Museum adds to its Fleet 

 

Much of the information included here is from The Smithsonian       

National Museum if American History: https://www.si.edu/spotlight/

the-ocean-liner-leviathan/introduction. 

The American Merchant Marine Museum has just   

added a new model. The SS Leviathan is very unique, it 

is split painted - one side shows peacetime and the 

other, wartime.  

The model was built by well-known model shipwright, 

Daniel Pariser, who was a conservator of ship models 

at South Street Seaport Museum, Christie's Auction 

House and the FDR Presidential Library.  

The ocean liner Leviathan was one of the largest and 

most popularly recognizable passenger ships on the   

Atlantic in the 1920s. As such, she required a large 

crew in order to operate successfully. On her first 

peacetime crossing after World War I, that crew    

numbered 1,100 men and women, and they worked to 

ensure a comfortable, safe, and rapid five-day voyage 

for the ship’s 1,800 passengers.  

The Leviathan was built as the Vaterland for Germany’s 

Hamburg-American Line. The ship had crossed the      

Atlantic only seven times when war broke out in      

Europe in 1914. She was laid up for safekeeping at her 

pier in Hoboken, N.J., but when the U.S. entered World 

War I in 1917, the American government seized the 

Vaterland and converted her into a troopship.            

Renamed Leviathan on the suggestion of President 

Woodrow Wilson and operated by the Navy, she       

carried 94,000 troops to France, one-sixth the total 

American deployment to the European Theater. After a 

complete reconditioning at Newport News, Va., she 

reentered commercial service as the flagship of the 

new United States Lines, which operated her for the 

U.S. Shipping Board until 1929. Subsequently sold into 

private hands, the ship ran until 1934. High operating 

costs and low passenger numbers during the Great 

Depression led to the Leviathan being laid up in New 

York Harbor (again) until 1938, when she sailed to 

Scotland and was scrapped.  
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Crew Changes: 

 

2021 and 2022 Unveil Class Crests 

This month the Classes of 2021 and 2022 unveiled their Class Crests. 

The crests will appear on each of the respective 2021 and 2022 class rings and each have a number of interesting     

features, including, for 2021: the 2001 NYC skyline (as 2021 is the 20th anniversary class of the 9-11 tragedy), and a 

hammerhead shark which has become a bit of a class symbol. The national colors and the battle standard appear at the 

bottom of the crest and the class motto, “Soli Fortes Supersunt,” or "Only the Strong Survive," appears in a banner 

across the top.  

For 2022, the crest includes: the legacy Class of ‘72 formed by the legs of the octopus, the “142” and the 1943          

dedication of the Academy, the most prominent geographic feature in the area, the famous NYC skyline, and a banner 

with the class motto in Latin, “Deo Adjuvante Non Timendum,” or, “God willing, nothing shall be feared.” The motto of 

the class is further visually portrayed in the clash between Poseidon and the attacking octopus, “which symbolizes how 

we can overcome the hardships we face at KP.” Finally, the sailing vessel, submarine, and warship symbolize how   

technology has changed over the years.  

To both classes, well done! Each of the crests are currently on display in Delano Hall. 
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Crew Changes: 
 

Deans Afloat! 

Dr. John Ballard, Academic Dean and Provost, 

recently hosted the Deans and their staffs from 

the four other federal service academies for a 

two and a half day conference right here at Kings 

Point. The group of highly-skilled educators     

exchanged ideas and best-practices in a variety 

of settings at the Academy. They started at  

Melville Hall, attended breakout sessions in 

Wiley Hall, toured the campus (so we could share 

the gem that is Kings Point with our               

counterparts) and the museum, and spent lunch 

getting to know the regiment. The senior      

members of the staffs spent an afternoon on the 

T/V Kings Pointer (crewed by midshipmen and 

licensed officers), where they learned more 

about the history of New York right from the bow 

of the ship (nice job, Dr. Thompson). The Deans 

Afloat Conference allowed a valuable exchange 

of ideas and processes which we hope will be 

replicated in the near future.  
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USMMA’s Newest Club is Off to a Great Start 
 
Plebe Alexandra Kemsley, from Houston, Texas, recently 

founded the newest midshipman club at Kings Point, the   

Asian - Pacific Islander Culture Club. Members of the club are 

a mix of Asian-American and other midshipmen who share an       

interest in Asian culture, food and activities. The Club Advisor 

is Dr. Hsinrong Wei, a Professor in the Marine Transportation 

Department.  

 

Professor Wei explained, “The main purpose of the             

Asian-Pacific Islander culture club is to embrace the 

many cultures and traditions of Asians and Pacific Islanders as 

a whole. Despite its name, our club is open to all who are   

interested in learning different cultures through fun and     

interesting activities.” 

 

The Club has already been on a few adventures. A couple of  

weeks ago they visited Chuang Yen Monastery, in Putnam 

County, N.Y. The temple is known as the home of the largest 

indoor statue of Buddha in the Western Hemisphere. The 

group enjoyed a day of meditation, traditional Chinese food, 

and tours of the monastery. The club plans to host on-campus  

activities in the future, and hopes to include faculty, staff and 

other midshipmen. 

 

Professor Wei added, “We are so grateful to have this new 

club founded by Plebe Kemsley who shows great                  

initiative, leadership, and enthusiasm.“ 

Plebe Alexandra Kemsley, Club President and Founder with     

Professor Hsinrong Wei, Club Advisor. 



 
On our Radar 

Chapel Decorations 
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On the Horizon 
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National American Indian Heritage Month 

 

11 Nov Fall leave ends 

13 Nov Second term Begins 

16 Nov Secretaries’ Cup at USCGA 

18 Nov FBI Active Shooter Class 

25 Nov Regimental Thanksgiving Dinner 

26 Nov Thanksgiving  leave begins 

28 Nov Thanksgiving Day 

 

 

 

Underway 

Secretaries’ Cup 

Come see the Mariners beat rival Coast 

Guard at USCGA  

on Nov. 16, 2019 

 

MIDN Carrson Pearce, 2/c, departed with Coach Rick 

Dominique for Santa Barbara, Calif., last week for his third 

trip to the Single-Handed National Sailing Championships, 

and his fifth trip to Nationals overall since arriving at the 

Academy three years ago. Congrats on your 9th place  

finish, Carrson! 

Carrson Pearce, ’21, Heads 
to Nationals… Again! 



What is a “Sea Chicken?” 

 

We want to hear from 
you! 
Please send your comments, 
suggestions, photos, or good 
news to: 
newsletter@usmma.edu  
 

Please send your stories and photos to ExternalAffairs@USMMA.edu 

Sea Stories, Shore Leave & Photos 
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Loose Ends ... 

MIDN Alexis Lytle, 1/c, aboard the M/V Norfolk,  

crossing the North Atlantic Ocean.  

Did you know that the USMMA insignia worn by all midshipmen, affectionately referred to as the “Sea Chicken,” was 

originally authorized for wear in 1942 as the Naval Reserve Merchant Marine insignia? While it was recently replaced 

by the Strategic Sealift Officer Warfare Insignia, it remains a staple at USMMA. The original insignia, without the USNR 

marking, is now the USMMA insignia used exclusively by the Academy. 


